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Today’s weather 
Sunny 
and hot. 
w High: 90 
Low: 72 


Saturday: More sun, 95|71 
Sunday: Hot, 94 | 78 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


United Way unveils effort 
to attack poverty at roots 


The United Way of Greater 
Cleveland unveils plans for 
an Impact Institute aimed at 
finding sustainable solutions 
to the chronic social problems 
that keep thousands of Greater 
Clevelanders trapped in a cycle 
of poverty. AG 


Judge weeps: A veteran judge 
breaks down in tears on the 
bench as she sentences a man 
and woman who killed a 5-year- 
old boy and buried his body in 
an unmarked grave in their 


backyard. A4 
Nation&<World 


Russia probe feud 

steps up a notch 

House Republicans vote to 
give the Justice Department 
seven days to produce sensitive 
documents related to the 
Russia inquiry and the FBI’s 
investigation of Hillary Clinton’s 
private email use. A8 


FirstEnergy offers 
buyouts to 600 workers 
FirstEnergy will know by Mon- 
day whether the nearly 600 sup- 
port staff to whom it has offered 
enhanced early retirement pack- 
ages are leaving. A12 


Stocks get a lift: U.S. stocks 
rise the most in three weeks as 
technology shares rebound from 
losses sparked by America’s un- 
clear strategy toward Chinese 
trade. A13 


Sports 


If LeBron leaves, he'll 
have explaining to do 


If he decides to go, LeBron 
James would have to walk his 
local fans through why he’s 
leaving them for a second time, 
after he told them repeatedly he 
wouldn't. B1 


Forum 


How should the U.S. 
manage its naval forces? 


Commentary: Should the 
United States bolster its naval 
fleet to offset China’s growing 
naval strength? Two writers 
offer opposing views on the 
subject. E1 


Diversions 


Matt Miller says Akron a 
good place to be an artist 


Painter and illustrator Matt 
Miller says Akron’s network of 
support for startup businesses 
has helped him find success. P1 


cleveland.com 


A look at summer bugs 
that rule Northeast Ohio 


Whether it’s swatting 
away mosquitoes at 
a picnic, watching 
kids catch fireflies 
or awaiting the return of the 
mayflies, insects are an ex- 
pected part of summer memo- 
ries. Learn more about them at 
cleveland.com/metro 
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Customer service 
To subscribe or report delivery 
issues: Call 216-999-6000 


Shooting 


UNMAN KILLS 5 
AT NEWSPAPER 


SUSPECT TAKEN INTO CUSTODY 


Police chief: “This was a targeted attack’ 
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SABRINA TAVERNISE 
AND Maya SALAM 
New York Times 


ANNAPOLIS, Mp. — A man 
armed with a shotgun and 
smoke grenades stormed 
into the newsroom of a com- 
munity newspaper chain in 
Maryland’s capital Thurs- 
day afternoon, killing five 
staff members, injuring two 
others and prompting law 
enforcement agencies across 
the country to provide pro- 
tection at the headquarters 
of media organizations. 

The shooting suspect, 
who was taken into custody 
at the scene, was identified 
as Jarrod Ramos, 38. Police 
were searching an apart- 
ment tied to him. 

Ramos lost a defama- 
tion case in 2015 that he 
brought against the Capital 
Gazette over a 2011 column 
he contended defamed him. 
The column gave an ac- 
count of Ramos’ guilty plea 


Shooting at Capital 
Gazette newspaper 


in Annapolis 
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to criminal harassment of a 
woman over social media. 

Authorities said they 
were looking into whether 
the Maryland resident 
had sent a threat by social 
media to the chain, which 
produces a number of local 
newspapers along Mary- 
land’s shore. 

“This was a targeted at- 
tack on the Capital Gazette,” 
said Acting Chief William 
Krampf of the Anne Arun- 
del County Police Depart- 


MATT MCCLAIN | WASHINGTON POST 
An officer takes a position after a shooting Thursday at the Capital Gazette in Annapolis, Maryland. 


Suspect had lost defamation case against paper 


JOSE LUIS MAGANA | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The Maryland office building where five Capital 
Gazette staff members were killed Thursday. 


ment. “This person was pre- 
pared to shoot people. His 
intent was to cause harm.” 

The chilling attack was 
covered in real time by 
some of the journalists who 
found themselves under 
siege. A summer intern, An- 
thony Messenger, tweeted 


out the address of the 
newsroom, saying “please 
help us.” A crime reporter, 
Phil Davis, described how 
the gunman “shot through 
the glass door to the office” 
before opening fire. 


SEE SHOOTING | A10 


Obituary 


Prolific writer Ellison dies at 84 


Controversial Cleveland native famously fought for his beliefs 


MARK DAwIDZIAK 
mdawidziak@ plaind.com 


Death has silenced Amer- 
ican literature’s “mouth that 
roared.” Death was the only 
thing that could have si- 
lenced the ever-outspoken 
Harlan Ellison, who died in 
his sleep Thursday. He was 
84. 

In 1993, when the prolific 
writer from Cleveland was 
named a regular commen- 


tator on cable’s Sci-Fi Chan- 
nel (now SyFy), he told TV 
critics, “I enjoy doing this 
because it permits me the 
opportunity to annoy hun- 
dreds of thousands of peo- 
ple all at once.” 

Ellison reveled in the 
role of firebrand, no doubt, 
once describing himself as 
“a yapping dog with mean 
little teeth.” And many a 
Hollywood executive and 
unprepared interviewer 


found out the hard way that 
his bite was every bit as bad 
as his bark. 

His outbursts were leg- 
endary, sometimes cost- 
ing him jobs and friend- 
ships, yet behind all the 
bluster was a serious 
artist who cared so much 
for writing, he deemed it 
nothing less than “a holy 
chore.” 


SEE ELLISON | A14 


Harlan Ellison, the 
ever-outspoken and 
celebrated writer from 
Cleveland, died in his 
sleep Thursday. 


Helsinki meeting 


July 16 set 
for Trump 
summit 
with Putin 
President takes new 
poke at Russia probe 


JOHN WAGNER 
AND PHILIP RUCKER 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will 
meet on July 16 in Helsinki, 
both of their governments 
announced Thursday, setting 
the stage for a high-profile at- 
tempt to soothe tensions be- 
tween the United States and 
Russia. 

Both Trump and Putin have 
pursued the tete-a-tete in 
hopes of moving beyond fric- 
tion over Russia’s interference 
in the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election and its aggression in 
Ukraine and elsewhere. 

Shortly before the sum- 
mit date and venue were 
announced, Trump took to 
Twitter, relaying that Russia 
continues to deny interfer- 
ing in the 2016 election and 
airing grievances regarding 
the probe of special counsel 
Robert Mueller into possible 
collusion between Putin’s 
government and Trump’s 
campaign. 

“Russia continues to say 
they had nothing to do with 
Meddling in our Election!” 
Trump wrote as part of 
tweets in which he also dis- 
paraged former FBI director 
James Comey and once again 
claimed that the investigation 
is tainted by partisan bias. 


SEE SUMMIT | A8 


Supreme Court 


Political war 
fires up over 
replacement 


for Kennedy 


Next justice expected 
to reshape legal norms 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — A political 
war over replacing Justice 
Anthony Kennedy roared to 
life on Thursday in Wash- 
ington, the start of an elec- 
tion-season clash over a Su- 
preme Court retirement that 
will reshape the country’s 
judicial future. 

Hours after Kennedy’s an- 
nouncement Wednesday that 
he will step down July 31, 
conservative organizations 
were mobilizing to support 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate in a quick confirma- 
tion of a justice who would 
be expected to vote against 
the court’s liberal precedents. 
One group, the Judicial Crisis 
Network, has already started 
a $1 million ad campaign 
urging people to support the 
president’s choice. 

Democrats and liberal ad- 
vocacy organizations face 
enormous challenges if they 
hope to prevent President 
Donald Trump and the Re- 
publicans from installing 
a conservative justice who 
would shift the ideological 
balance of the court for gen- 
erations. 


SEE COURT | A11 
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